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Caption

Scale Insects Are Small Herbivorous Insects In The Order Hemiptera That Feed On Plant Sap By 
Piercing Tissues. These Insects Often Have A Mutualistic Relationship With Ants, Which Consume 
The Honeydew And Protect Them From Predators. Here Is A Scale Insect Falling Into The Water 
And Swimming At Tehatta, West Bengal, India On  June 15, 2025. (Photo by Soumyabrata Roy/
NurPhoto)
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