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Dune fields in Mars' Green Crater
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Caption

Dune fields in Mars' Green Crater. The image, taken on 27 April 2020 and centred at 52.3;S,
351.8jE, shows part of an impact crater located inside the larger Green Crater in the Argyre
guadrangle in the southern hemisphere of Mars.

The image reveals an almost black dune field on the right, surrounded by red soils that are partially
covered with bright white ice. Gullies, also partially covered with ice, are visible in the crater wall in
the centre of the image. Scientists are currently investigating the relationship between this seasonal
ice and the presence of the gullies. The image was taken just after the spring equinox in the
southern hemisphere of Mars, when the southernmost part of the crater (to the right) was almost
completely free of ice while the northern part (centre) was still partially covered. The southern crater
wall has had a longer exposure to the Sun (like on Earth equator-facing slopes receive more
sunlight), so the ice in this area recedes faster.Credit: ESA / eyevine
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